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Ifewslme 


Past  presidents  attend  Alberta  Research  Council's 
third  annual  awards  ceremony  March  19 


Two  past  presidents.  Dr.  Gilles  Cloutier 
(1978-1983)  and  Dr.  Bob  Stewart  (1984- 
1988)  were  on  hand  to  present  the  Past 
Presidents'  Awards  of  Excellence  at  the  Al- 
berta Research  Council's  third  annual 
awards  ceremony.  This  year's  ceremony 
was  held  at  the  Hilton  Hotel,  March  19. 

Recipients  of  this  year's  awards  of  excel- 
lence were:  Dr.  Eddy  Isaacs,  Oil  Sands  and 
Hydrocarbon  Recovery  Department,  for 
professional  staff;  Larry  Holloway,  Oil 
Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery  Depart- 
ment, for  technical  staff;  and  May  Fallis,  Oil 
Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery  Depart- 
ment (ALIS),  for  support  staff. 

Forty  other  employees  also  were  recog- 
nized, under  both  individual  and  group 
categories. 

Starting  the  evening  off  was  Fred  D. 
Bradley,  chairman  of  the  Alberta  Research 
Council's  Board  of  Directors  and  M.L.A. 
for  Pincher  Creek/Crowsnest.  "The  Board 
feels  this  occasion  is  important  in  recogniz- 
ing the  staff  for  the  excellent  work  they  do. 
Some  60  persons  or  groups  have  been 
recognized  over  the  past  three  years. 

"Since  the  awards  program  was  intro- 
duced, the  Research  Council  has  grown. 
Examples  include  our  international  invol- 
vement, the  DIRECTIONS  document  and 
department  business  plans.  Without  the 
dedicated  and  hard  work  of  the  staff,  none 
of  it  would  have  been  possible." 

Other  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
attending  included:  John  R.  McDougall, 
president,  DALCOR  Inno ventures  Ltd.;  Dr. 
George  B.  Miller,  president  and  director  of 
Research,  Nova  Husky  Research  Corpora- 
tion Ltd.;  Dr.  Irene  E.  Teitz,  retired 
microbiologist;  Dr.  Michael  A.  Ward, 
vice-president  (Research),  University  of 
Calgary;  and  Dr.  D.  Robert  Weir,  vice- 
president  (Technology),  Sherritt  Gordon 
Limited. 

Each  president,  past  and  present,  went  on 
to  introduce  his  predecessor  and  present  one 
Award  of  Excellence.  Following  is  an  ex- 
cerpt from  each  president's  presentation. 


This  year's  winners. 


"We  think  that  we  are  making  dramatic 
change  at  the  Research  Council  and  that  we 
are  changing  things  for  the  first  time,  be- 
cause things  are  happening  every  day.  To 
the  stalf  and  management  now  involved  in 
steering  the  Research  Council  ahead  into 
the  1990s,  I  would  say  that  if  we  want  to  live 
up  to  the  accomplishments  of  the  people  in 
the  organization  during  the  period  of  Dn 
Stewart  and  Dr.  Cloutier  we  have  got  a  long 
way  to  go." 

Dr.  Clem  Bowman 
President 

"The  organization's  transition  from  a 
family-type  operation  to  a  large  business 
research  organization,  all  of  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  early  1970s,  reminds 
me  of  the  transition  between  two  states  of 
matter.  As  a  physicist,  I  tend  to  make  these 
types  of  comparisons.  To  me  it  is  like  going 
from  the  gaseous  state  -  where  you  have  a 
large  number  of  individuals  going  at  great 
speed  in  all  directions  -  to  the  solid  state  - 
where  you  have  an  organization  that  holds 
itself  together  by  intemal  friction." 

Dr.  Gilles  Cloutier 
President,  University  of  Montreal 


"In  a  football  team,  you  have  a  lot  of  stars 
whose  names  get  known  by  everybody  be- 
cause of  their  accomplishments.  But  there  is 
a  bunch  of  people  who  stand  in  front  of 
them,  and  if  they  do  not  do  their  job,  well, 
nothing  good  happens.  The  technologists  in 
an  organization  like  the  Alberta  Research 
Council  are  in  a  very  analogous  kind  of 
position.  They  do  not  always  make  the 
headlines,  in  fact  they  rarely  make  them,  but 
if  they  do  not  do  their  jobs  well,  nothing 
good  happens." 

Dr.  Bob  Stewart 
recently  retired  as  Director,  Centre 
for  Earth  and  Ocean  Research, 
University  of  Victoria 

In  bringing  the  evening  to  a  close.  Dr. 
Bowman  said,  "I  personally  appreciate  all 
the  effort  the  staff  have  made  in  this  last 
year.  I  think  the  people  who  have  been 
recognized  are  the  outstanding  pinnacle  of 
success,  but  as  you  know,  we  are  standing 
on  the  shoulders  of  a  lot  of  other  people  at 
the  Research  Council  who  really  deserve  a 
lot  of  credit." 


AWARDS  OF  EXCELLENCE 


Professional  staff 


Technical  staff 


Support  staff 


Dr.  Eddy  Isaacs 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

Presented  by  Dr.  Cloutier  (excerpts  of 
speech ) 

"Dr.  Isaacs  has  led  the  colloid  science  pro- 
gram in  the  Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon 
Recovery  Department  since  its  inception  in 
1979.  The  program  has  steadily  gained  in 
stature  and  size  and  Dr.  Isaacs 's  own  re- 
search in  producing  widely  respected,  lead- 
ing edge  work  in  the  area  of  steams,  surfac- 
tant additives  for  heavy  oil  recovery  is  a 
cornerstone  of  the  AOSTRA/Research 
Council  industry  program.  The  expertise  of 
Dr.  Isaacs's  group  in  colloid  stability  has  con- 
tributed significantly  to  the  industrial  con- 
tracts in  other  areas  at  the  Research  Council. 

"This  year.  Dr.  Isaacs  contributions  have 
been  recognized  by  invitations  to  speak  at 
international  symposia  and  by  an  adjunct 
professorship  in  the  Chemical  Engineering 
Department  at  the  University  of  Alberta.  Dr. 
Isaacs  was  selected  for  this  award  on  the 
basis  of  his  contribution  to  the  continuous 
development  of  technical  expertise  in  in- 
dustrial research  over  a  10-year  period,  and 
on  his  leadership  and  imagination  in  mis- 
sion-oriented research." 


Larry  Holloway 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

Presented  by  Dr.  Stewart  (excerpts  of 
speech ) 

"Over  the  past  seven  years,  Larry  has  con- 
tributed in  a  major  way  to  the  development 
of  analytical  instrumentation  and  proce- 
dures in  two  main  areas.  The  first  is  super- 
critical fluid  chromatography  (SFC)  for  the 
analysis  of  diesel  fuels  and  middle  distillates 
to  support  work  in  refineries.  The  second  is 
thin  layer  chromatography  (TLC)  for  the 
characterization  of  bitumens  and  heavy  oils. 
He  provides  essential  support  to  the  Analyti- 
cal Chemistry  Group  in  making  new  advan- 
ces in  methods  development  and  in  main- 
taining existing  procedures.  Since  Septem- 
ber 1989,  Larry  has  assumed  a  major  role  in 
a  joint  research  venture  to  develop  a  rapid 
gas  chromatographic  (GC)  procedure, 
which  will  form  a  key  element  in  an 
automated  well-logging  project  to  support 
the  drilling  of  new  wells. 

"Larry's  greatest  general  contribution  to 
the  Analytical  Services  Group  is  his  tireless 
support  to  the  other  technologists,  and  his 
questioning  attitude  that  forces  his  super- 
visors to  think.  He  has  the  ability  to  con- 
centrate on  the  details  of  an  experiment,  and 
does  not  give  up  when  results  are  not  as 
expected." 


May  Fallis 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department  (AOSTRA  Library  and 
Information  Services) 

Presented  by  Dr.  Bowman  in  Dr.  Ernie 
Wiggins's  absence  (excerpts  of  speech) 
"May  has  provided  outstanding  support  to 
all  the  clients  of  ALIS  since  she  started  with 
the  Alberta  Research  Council  in  1977.  She 
is  one  of  the  unsung  heroes  of  the  organiza- 
tion. She  provides  that  solid  kind  of  support 
to  our  clients  that  goes  on  day  after  day.  She 
has  really  been  considered  the  office  sun- 
shine and  that  is  a  term  very  well  deserved. 
She  is  always  cheerful,  enthusiastic,  hard 
working,  good  natured,  and  always  ready  to 
tackle  another  job  -  it  does  not  matter  how 
busy  she  is. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  telephone  calls  and 
letters  that  have  come  in  from  clients  that 
attest  to  her  helpful,  friendly,  efficient  ser- 
vice. Staff  very  frequently  will  find  a  pack- 
age of  information  on  their  desk  that  she  has 
put  together  because  she  deems  it  is  impor- 
tant and  useful  and  the  person  has  not  had  a 
chance  to  do  that  on  their  own." 
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BEST  PAPER 


SAFETY 


t 

Rod  Ridley 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

"Flow  Loop  and  Field  Testing  of  A  Gamma 
Ray  Compositional  Meter"  -  presented  at 
the  1989  Energy-sources  Technology  Con- 
ference and  Exhibition,  Petroleum  Division 
of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En- 
gineers, in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
January  1990.  The  paper  was  selected  for 
the  Eugene  W.  Jackson  Best  Paper  Award. 

Sharing  the  award  with  Rod  were 
coauthors.  Ken  Rafa,  Petro-Canada;  and 
Toshi  Tomoda,  Mitsubishi  Electric  Cor- 
poration -  photos  not  available. 


PATENTS 


-  Individual  award 
Bernice  Young 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 


Dr.  Leszek  Ignasiak,  Dr.  Wanda  Pawlak,  Dr.  Jerzy  Janiak, 
and  AI  Turak. 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  Department 

U.S.  Patent  4854940  -  "Method  for  Providing  Improved  Solid  Fuels  from  Agglomerated 
Subbituminous  Coal" 


-  Individual  av^ard 
Gerry  Pierce 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recoveij 
Department 
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EXTERNAL  PROFESSIONAL  AWARDS 


Greg  Sidebottom 

Advanced  Computing  and  Engineering 
Department 

For  the  keynote  address,  "Expert  Systems 
for  Environmental  Management",  at  the  6th 
Annual  Technical  Conference  on  Chemical 
Spills,  in  June  1989,  Edmonton,  Alberta. 


Dr.  Baki  Ozum 

Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing 
Department 

For  the  Plenary  Lecture,  "Overview  of  Coal 
Combustion  Phenomena",  in  May  1989,  at 
the  Spring  Technical  Meeting  of  Combus- 
tion Institute,  Canadian  Section,  Toronto, 
Ontario. 


Dzung  Nguyen 

Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department 

Presented  with  the  Ralph  James  Award  of 
the  Petroleum  Division  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  ( ASME) 
for  "outstanding  contributions  and  service 
to  the  ASME  Petroleum  Division",  in 
January  1990,  at  the  Energy- sources  Tech- 
nology Conference  and  Exhibition,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana. 
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TEAM  EFFORT 


Presented  to  the  Agglomeration  Group  of  the  Coal  Upgrading  and  Utilization  Section,  Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  Department,  for 
its  "expertise  and  reputation  in  adaptation  and  refining  of  oil  agglomeration  technology  to  novel  applications".  Jim  Kramer  accepted  the 
award  on  behalf  of  the  Agglomeration  Group  pictured  here.  From  left,  front  row:  Dr.  Wanda  Pawlak,  Dr.  Teresa  Ignasiak,  Asya  Linetsky, 
Yevgenia  Briker,  Rose  Filax,  Rita  Schultz,  Sandra  Stedman,  second  row:  Gord  Heck,  Al  Turak,  Leigh  Falkenberg,  Jim  Kramer,  Dr.  Jerzy 
Janiak,  Mike  Malychuk,  Dr.  Kaz  Szymocha,  Dr.  Leszek  Ignasiak,  back  row:  Peter  Mohammed,  Angelo  lacchelli,  Jim  Marr,  Warren  Greig, 
Kent  Ceaser,  Dr.  Richard  Petela,  Alnoor  Thawer,  Pat  Aberle.  Team  members  unavailable  at  the  time  this  picture  was  taken  include:  Dennis 
Carson,  Dan  Rohatynski,  Ed  Taylor,  and  former  employees.  Dr.  Joe  Ahmad  and  Keith  Wourms. 


PROMOTIONS  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H  LONG-TERM  SERVICE 


Zdenek  Widtman  Randall  Hawkins  Eugene  Parranto  (25  years) 

Environmental  Research  and  Engineering  Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  Facilities  Planning  and  Engineering 

Department  Department  Department 

To  Research  Technologist  IV  To  Research  Technologist  IV 
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Alberta  Research  Council  Scholarship 


Donald  Bayly,  University  of  Calgary 


Pictured  at  right  accepting  award  from  Dr.  Duncan  Currie,  vice-president  of  Development 
and  Planning. 

"For  his  research  concerning  the  use  of  precise  surveying  instruments  for  monitoring 
alignment  changes  of  large  machinery,  such  as  a  steam  turbine  driving  an  electrical 
generator.  During  the  scholarship  period,  Donald  hopes  to  interface  electronic  theodolites 
to  a  portable  computer,  and  write  software  to  collect  and  analyze  the  data  in  near-real  time; 
test  the  system  in  the  laboratory  and  several  industrial  case  studies;  conduct  an  annual 
seminar  with  representatives  from  industry." 


Past  presidents.  Dr.  Gilles  Cloutier,  left,  and  Dr.  Bob  Stewart,  right,  flank  the  award 
named  in  their  honor. 


PAAM  -  President's  Award 
for  Astonishing  Management 

Dr.  Steve  Moran 

Head,  Environmental  Research  and  Engineering  Department 

For  developing  the  Alberta  Research  Council  freedom  salute,  a  gesture  he  usually  uses  to 
interrupt  proceedings  to  make  astute  and  insightful  comments. 


A  brief  description  of  the  categories 
under  \yhich  staff  could  be  nominated  for 
awards  this  year  follows: 

Past  Presidents'  Award  of  Excellence  - 

Based  on  the  contribution  and  standards  set 
by  our  five  past  presidents,  the  award  recog- 
nizes professional  staff  who  have  attained 
outstanding  performance  in  one  or  more  of 
research  development,  innovation  and  busi- 
ness development  in  any  area  of  science  and 
technology;  technical  staff  for  outstanding 
support  of  same;  and  support  staff  for  out- 
standing support  to  the  organization. 

Each  recipient  under  this  award  category 
is  presented  with  a  handsome  plaque  and 
$1,000  at  the  awards  ceremony. 

Patents  -  Presented  to  staff  who  have  been 
awarded  a  patent.  The  award  complements 
the  Research  Council's  policy  of  providing 
a  financial  award  to  inventors.  The  financial 
award  is  made  in  two  installments,  at  the 
time  of  patent  application  and  at  the  time  of 
patent  award. 

Best  Paper  -  This  award  acknowledges 
those  professionals  who  have  received  "best 
paper"  awards  at  conferences.  The  work 
reported  in  these  papers  will  pertain  to  Al- 
berta Research  Council  projects. 

External  Professional  Awards  -  To  ac- 
knowledge Alberta  Research  Council  staff 
who  have  been  recognized  by  professional 
bodies  for  the  valuable  contributions  made 
to  these  groups,  usually  on  a  voluntary 
basis. 

Invited  Lectures  -  To  recognize  profes- 
sionals who  have  been  invited  to  present 
lectures  on  their  research  work.  These 
presentations  are  key  conference  addresses, 
or  a  lecture  which  served  as  a  focal  point  for 
a  conference. 

Safety  -  Awarded  to  staff  showing  strong 
commitment  to  safety,  demonstrated  by  par- 
ticipation in  training,  running  hazardous 
operations  safely,  and/or  introducing  new 
effective  practices;  and  staff  showing  out- 
standing response  to  an  emergency  situa- 
Uon.  Two  individual  awards  were  presented 
for  1989. 

Promotion  -  This  award  recognizes  the 
dedication  and  contribudon  of  those  who 
have  advanced  to  the  most  senior  profes- 
sional or  technical  level  in  the  organization, 
namely.  Senior  Research  Officer  or  Tech- 
nologist IV. 

Long  Term  Service  -  To  recognize  those 
individuals  who  have  reached  25  years  of 
service  with  the  Alberta  Research  Council. 

Team  Effort  -  Presented  to  the  group  ex- 
hibiting outstanding  team  effort. 
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